FACING LIFE’S DIFFICULTIES

The Bible does not promise that living our lives in
this world will be easy. In fact, God’s Word makes it
very clear that a Christian’s citizenship that matters most
is not of this world. Paul says, “For our citizenship is in
heaven; whence also we wait for a Saviour, the Lord
Jesus Christ” (Phil. 3:20). Even though a child of God
realizes where his citizenship lies, it does not keep him
from fretting over enemies and evil doing. No one in his
or her proper mind desires to be used, abused, or treated
badly. Such unwanted and undeserved treatment,
however, does occur on a regular basis to those who are
striving to live godly lives. As a result of such
“undeserved” treatment, a child of God may begin to
question God’s love for him. One may ask, “What have I
done to deserve this treatment” or “why does God not
care for me anymore?” Another may observe, “The
harder I try to do what is right — the more persecution and
ridicule I receive.” Let us think for a moment about our
enemies, evil doing, and why we many times receive
treatment we do not deserve.

God makes it very clear that Christians will face
opposition and have enemies! As a member of Christ’s
body, I must accept this truth. Paul reminds Timothy,
“Yea, and all that would live godly in Christ Jesus shall
suffer persecution” (2 Tim. 3:12). One will note the Bible
does not say “might,” “could,” or “possibly” — but
“shall.” The Lord taught His followers, “And ye shall be
hated of all men for my name's sake: but he that endureth
to the end, the same shall be saved” (Matt. 10:22).
Again, in the Sermon on the Mount Jesus declared,
“Blessed are ye when men shall reproach you, and
persecute you, and say all manner of evil against you
falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for

great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the
prophets that were before you” (Matt. 5:11-12). Christ,
the Master teacher and perfect One, had enemies. As His
followers, we must not think it strange that we also will
have enemies. Jesus gives an explanation in John 15:18-
19: “If the world hateth you, ye know that it hath hated me
before it hated you. If ye were of the world, the world
would love its own: but because ye are not of the world,
but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world
hateth you.”

Coffman, commenting on John 15:19 observes:

Inherent in the world's hatred of Christ was also
the undying hatred of the apostles and the divine
message they delivered to men. In this lies the
reason why unregenerated men have authored
whole libraries of rejection and hatred against the
Gospel of John. Given the two facts, (1) of what
unregenerates are in themselves, and (2) of what
the glorious Gospel of John is, and the hatred of
this Gospel becomes absolutely inevitable. Can
anyone believe for a minute that the word of
Christ through the apostles is treated with any less
bias and hatred than that which marked the
world's treatment of Christ and the apostles
themselves?

Christians are in opposition to the world! If one is
not going to be a friend of the world, the world will not be
a friend to him. James warns those who will listen in
saying, “Ye adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship
of the world is enmity with God? Whosoever therefore
would be a friend of the world maketh himself an enemy of
God” (Jam. 4:4). The most remembered verses are
probably these verses penned by John: “Love not the
world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man

love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.
For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and
the lust of the eyes and the vain glory of life, is not of
the Father, but is of the world. And the world passeth
away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will
of God abideth for ever” (1 John 2:15-17).

Paul makes it absolutely clear that a Christian
cannot have fellowship with a worldly person. Why?
A worldly person and a Christian should have
nothing in common. “Be not unequally yoked with
unbelievers: for what fellowship have righteousness
and iniquity? or what communion hath light with
darkness? And what concord hath Christ with
Belial? or what portion hath a believer with an
unbeliever? And what agreement hath a temple of
God with idols? for we are a temple of the living
God; even as God said, 1 will dwell in them, and
walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall
be my people. Wherefore Come ye out from among
them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, And touch
no unclean thing;, And I will receive you” (2 Cor.
6:14-17). Paul reminds the Ephesian brethren to
“have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of
darkness, but rather even reprove them” (Eph. 5:11).
The world will not take kindly to such actions; thus,
the world will be our enemy.

The secret is to endure! Christians can have the
strength to do the Lord’s will (Phil. 4:13). God will
not allow us to bear more than we are able to bear (1
Cor. 10:13). As we face Satan and this world let us
remember, “If God is for us, who is against us”
(Rom. 8:31)?

Marvin L. Weir from Bonham St. Beacon




BIRTHDAY
Stanley Anderson, 04-15.

ILL

Sunday: Melissa Cole; Millie Robertson (PM); Clara
Scott (PM) and Linda Thomas (PM).

Wednesday: Jennifer Carter; Millie Robertson.

Ralph Franklin is in Room D9 at the Evergreen Center.
Those battling cancer: Ledgia Campbell, David Cole,
Shauna Heck, Betty James and Cleo Stone. Please
remember these in your prayers.

HOME BOUND

Kathleen Camp is in Room 101 at the Royal Terrace
Nursing Home in Olathe. Barbara James’ Aunt, Evelyn
Marquardt is at Sharon Lane in Shawnee. Please
remember these in your prayers and visitation.

OUT OF TOWN

Tom Tucker and Mary Huffman are visiting relatives in
North Carolina until the end of April. Erin Stillwell was
visiting at Higginsville, MO last weekend.

MEN’S BUSINESS MEETING

Our monthly Men’s Business Meeting will be held this
Sunday, April 11, following our AM worship. All men of
the congregation are encouraged to attend.

LADIES DAY

The ladies will host a Ladies Day on Saturday April 24,
2010 with Becky Boyd of the Blue Springs congregation
as the speaker. All ladies are encouraged to attend.

GOSPEL MEETING

Our Spring Gospel Meeting with Bill Goring of the
Chipman Road congregation in Lee’s Summit will be
held on April 25-29, 2010. Mark your calendars now for
these dates, plan to be here, and invite some others to
come with you for each assembly.

ATTENDANCE
Sunday AM, 37; Sunday PM, 28; Wednesday PM, 29.

Those To Serve
April 11, 2010

BUILDING AND COMMUNION........cccovemmerrmnnnnnes Nelson
MORNING WORSHIP

ANNOUNCEMENTS.......ccoocmmrrrreeeinnes George Thomas
SONG LEADER.........cccoocmmrrrrrriinnnes Stanley Anderson
OPENING PRAYER.............ccccvneeees John Cody Carter
PRESIDE ........ccooimmrrrrinnnssssesss s Joel Nelson
ASSIST ... John Dodson
ASSIST ... Steven Schleif
CLOSING PRAYER.....cccccmrrrreeeninnnneees Chris Edwards

EVENING WORSHIP

OPENING PRAYER..........ce e Trent Thrasher
CLOSING PRAYER........ccocireireireeccrecnenns Jared Nelson
LORD’S SUPPER.......ooeciecireireireeermerenns Joel Nelson
WEDNESDAY 14th
SONG LEADER.........cooieeirecreeccreireeieeenes Joel Nelson
INVITATION ... ce e e e e Jared Nelson
WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sunday
Bible Study ........cccvveeeeeeiii 9:30 AM
Morning Worship ..., 10:30 AM
Evening Worship ......ccccooviiiiinneee. 6:00 PM
Wednesday
Ladies Bible Study ...................... 10:00 AM
Bible Study .......cccvvvveeeeeiie 7:00 PM

Preacher: Ted J. Thrasher
Phone: (913) 764-2325
E-mail: olathecofc@sbcglobal.net
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515 WEST PARK
P.O. BOX 482
OLATHE, KANSAS 66051
www.kc-cofc.org/olathe.htm
www.oabs.org/olathe.asp




