
THE GREAT TRAGEDY 
OF MODERN MAN IS HIS 

LOST SENSE OF SIN 

At the time the prophet Ezekiel heralded God’s 

message of truth to the children of Israel, there were 

many problems facing the nation of Israel that are 

contemporary with the problems facing present day 

society. The nation of Israel had economical problems, 

sociological problems and political problems that 

threatened to undergird their society. 

But in the midst of the diverse anxieties that Israel 

was facing, there was still a more basic problem that was 

at the root of all their other perplexities. Though they had 

economic problems, their basic problem was not an 

economical one. Though they had political misfortune, 

their basic problem was not of a political nature. Even 

with Israel’s sociological problem, their primary 

hindrance was not a sociological one. Their basic and 

most prevalent problem was of a spiritual nature. Their 

problem was sin! 

God, being omniscient, knew all the anxieties and 

turmoil they were facing within their society. Yet, 

knowing Israel had economical problems, God did not 

send them an economist. God knew of Israel’s political 

problems, yet, he did not send a politician. He was well 

aware of their social problems, yet, he did not send a 

sociologist. God sent a preacher and commanded that 

preacher to herald the message He gave him. Ezekiel was 

commanded to convict the nation of Israel of their sin in 

a decisive manner. In Ezekiel 2:5, we find this 

instruction given to Ezekiel by Jehovah, “And they, 

whether they hear, or whether thy forbear, (for they are a 

rebellious house yet shall know that there hath been a 

prophet among them.” Ezekiel was to make the message 

clear and distinct. God willed that Israel would know His 

will and be convicted of their sin. 

There is a principle set forth in Proverbs 14:34 that 

has application for every generation of people that have 

dwelt on the earth. The scripture says, “Righteousness 

exalteth a nation; but sin is a reproach to any people.” 

Sin has always been, and will always be, the most 

destructive element in a nation of people. That is why all 

men must have an understanding of what sin is. 

In Jeremiah’s time, sin had taken control of the people 

to the extent that they were hardened by it. Jeremiah 6:15 

tells us they could not blush at even heinous sin. “Were 

they ashamed when they committed abomination? Nay, 

they were not at all ashamed, neither could they blush.” 

When society reaches the point they cannot blush over sin, 

there is little hope for the people. Jeremiah 17:1 says, 

“The sin of Judah is written with a pin of iron, and with 

the point of a diamond: it is graven upon the table of their 

heart, and upon the horns of your altars.” Sin had become 

a fixed part of their personality. Their conscience had 

become seared as with a hot iron (1 Timothy 4:1-4). The 

problem with the people was sin! That is why God 

instructed His word to be preached in a direct, forthright 

manner. The only hope for any society is to heed God’s 

word and repent of sin. 

Today, society has devolved to the point that sin is 

rampant and people in general have little respect for the 

word of God. People are using various standards to 

determine how to live. Humanism, Romanticism, 

Hedonism have all placed man as his own measure and 

disregarded God and His word. This has caused confusion 

and conflict. The same thing happened in Jeremiah’s time. 

We read in Jeremiah 3:25, “We lie down in our shame, 

and our confusion covereth us: for we have sinned against 

the Lord our God, we and our fathers, from our 

youth even unto this day, and have not obeyed the 

voice of the Lord our God.” All of Judah had turned 

from the living God and Jeremiah instructs us of the 

confusion that had covered them. When society 

departs from God, there can only be confusion which 

will ultimately end in destruction. 

We, like the Athenians of old, boast of an 

eloquent society. The United States, like Athens, has 

considered itself liberated and educated. But, in the 

midst of this so-called refined culture, we find every 

sin that passion could prompt or imagination could 

conceive. Romans 1 teaches about a people that gave 

God up in their knowledge. Romans 1:22 says, 

“Professing themselves to be wise they became 

fools.” Then in verse 26, “And for this cause, God 

gave them up unto vile affections: for even their 

women did change the natural use into that which is 

against nature: And likewise the men, leaving the 

natural use of women burned in their lust one toward 

another.” When people turn from God and have no 

respect for His authority, sin becomes a yoke to the 

people and society who have turned away from God. 

Let God’s people unite and the preachers of the 

gospel stand firmly and reprove, rebuke and exhort 

with all longsuffering, because, we are living in a 

time when people will not endure sound doctrine. 

Holger W. Neubauer from The Encourager 

“…They that be whole need not a physician, but 

they that are sick. But go ye and learn what that 

meaneth, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice: for I 

am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to 

repentance.”  Matthew 9:12-13



ILL 
Sunday: Brooke Nemechek PM; Millie Robertson PM. 

Wednesday: John James; Millie Robertson. 

Ralph Franklin is recovering from surgery in Room D3 at 

the Evergreen Center. Cleo Stone is in Room 5 at Hoeger 

House. Bill Nelson, Joel’s father, is having some health 

difficulties at this time. 

Those battling cancer: Ledgia Campbell, David Cole, 

Shauna Heck, Betty James and Cleo Stone. Please 

remember these in your prayers. 

HOME BOUND 
Kathleen Camp is in Room 101 at the Royal Terrace 

Nursing Home in Olathe. Barbara James’ Aunt, Evelyn 

Marquardt is at Sharon Lane in Shawnee. Please 

remember these in your prayers and visitation. 

OUT OF TOWN 
We are thankful that Tom Tucker and Mary Huffman 

have returned safely. Stanley and Judith Anderson were 

visiting friends last week. John and Louise Dodson were 

visiting relatives in Arkansas last week. Chris Edwards 

was out of town last week on business. 

MEN’S BUSINESS MEETING 
Our monthly Men’s Business Meeting will be held next 

Sunday, May 16, following our AM worship. All men of 

the congregation are encouraged to attend this meeting. 

BIBLE STUDY SEMINAR 
The theme “What If…” continues on Saturday, May 15 

at 39
th

 Street in Independence. See the flyer for details. 

GOSPEL MEETING 
Toney Smith will conduct a meeting at Chipman Road in 

Lee’s Summit on June 6-9 on the theme of “Marriage 

and the Home.” See the flyer for details. 

ATTENDANCE 
Sunday AM, 42; Sunday PM, 27; Wednesday PM, 32.  

Those To Serve 
May 9, 2010 

 
BUILDING AND COMMUNION ............................ Schleif 
 

MORNING WORSHIP 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS ............................. George Thomas 
SONG LEADER ................................. Stanley Anderson 
OPENING PRAYER ............................... Chris Edwards 
PRESIDE ................................................ Trent Thrasher 
ASSIST ...................................................... Jared Nelson 
ASSIST .................................................... Steven Schleif 
CLOSING PRAYER ................................ Jeff Nemechek 
 

EVENING WORSHIP 
 
OPENING PRAYER .......................... John Cody Carter 
CLOSING PRAYER ..................................... Joel Nelson 
LORD’S SUPPER ................................... Trent Thrasher 
 

WEDNESDAY 12th 
 

SONG LEADER ...................................... Trent Thrasher 
INVITATION .............................................. Ted Thrasher 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 Sunday 
  Bible Study .................................... 9:30 AM 
  Morning Worship ......................... 10:30 AM 
  Evening Worship ........................... 6:00 PM 
 
 Wednesday 
  Ladies Bible Study ...................... 10:00 AM 
  Bible Study .................................... 7:00 PM 

 
Preacher: Ted J. Thrasher 

Phone: (913) 764-2325 
E-mail: olathecofc@sbcglobal.net 
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