WAS JESUS CONCERNED ABOUT
BEING POLITICALLY CORRECT?

By most modern calculations, Jesus was born in B.C.
5 or 4. In terms of eras, He was born B.C., died A.D., and
lived His whole life B.P.C. What is “B.P.C.” you ask? It
could be “Before Personal Computers,” but for our
purposes we are employing it to stand for “Before
Political Correctness.” The political correctness mentality
has swept modern-day America. According to such a
mindset, while one may disagree with others, even
strongly disagree, even strongly disagree because the
other is blatantly wrong, the politically correct thing to do
is not to make a big deal out of it and be careful with the
language you employ lest you offend anyone. If one is in
violation of some moral or biblical standard, then the
politically correct thing to do is just let it slide without
labeling it as “sin.” Because, after all, calling things
“evil” or “sinful” is divisive, or so we are told. Or, if a
person of a particular religion or cultural background
violates some code of conduct, then the politically correct
thing to do would be not to identify the specific religion
or background of the violator, because the very mention
of such would be proof of prejudice, hostility, or lack of
human decency. So goes the reasoning (?) of many today.

What about our Lord? When you study the first four
books of the New Testament, do you come to the con-
clusion that the Christ was concerned about being
politically correct? Surely not. Before proving the
proposition that the Master was not an advocate of being
politically correct, let me hasten to remind you that His
approach was flawless. He never sinned — not once (I
Peter 2:21-23). He always spoke the truth (John 18:37).
In doing so, His attitude was always right. He loved all
people. He showed genuine kindness and compassion.
His speech was pure, and His conduct was in complete

harmony with the will of the Father (John 6:38). I say all
of that in order to emphasize that it is possible not to be
an advocate of political correctness, and at the same
time, speak the truth and be a caring, helpful person.

So, what is there in the Bible record that convinces us
that Jesus was not one that put any stock in being
politically correct? For one thing, He spoke about “evil.”
The Christ said that “evil things come from within, and
defile the man” (Mark 7:23).

Coupled with His message about people doing evil,
He also preached about the need for sinners to repent,
saying, “Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand”
(Matt. 4:17), and, “I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent,
ve shall all likewise perish” (Luke 13:5). A message of
repentance does not sit well with the Washington, D.C.
crowd or those that write the scripts for CNN, does it?

Jesus preached about people going to hell (Mark
9:43,45). He labeled it as a place of “everlasting
punishment” (Matt. 25:46) and said that only “few” will
avoid going there (Matt. 7:13,14).

Our Lord warned folks about the religious leaders of
His day, saying, “The scribes and the Pharisees sit in
Moses’ seat: All therefore whatsoever they bid you
observe, that observe and do; but do not ye after their
works: for they say, and do not” (Matt. 23:2,3). Jesus
referred to such religious hypocrites as “hypocrites,” if
you can imagine! (Matt. 23:13,27,28)

Jesus went against the accepted teachings of His day.
Many Jews had come to accept the notion that it is okay to
hate your enemies. Jesus said to love enemies, pray for
them, and do good to them (Matt. 5:43,44). Instead of
upholding the man-made doctrines that some were binding
about washing hands and utensils before a meal, Jesus
said that teaching for doctrines the commandments of men
makes worship vain (Mark 7:7).

When Jesus spoke about the sensitive topic of
marriage and divorce, He spoke in terms that were
clear. What He had to say was true, and whether
others liked or received His message had nothing to
do with it. He taught, “What therefore God hath
joined together, let not man put asunder...Whosoever
shall put away his wife, and except it be for
fornication, and shall marry another, committeth
adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is put away
doth commit adultery” (Matt. 19:6,9).

Jesus taught what people needed to hear. That, of
course, did not make Him the most popular preacher
of all time, but it is obvious that being popular was
not one of His goals! God wants us to have the mind
or heart of His Son (Phil. 2:5). He was humble as He
approached lost people, and we must be as well. He
was also courageous, and God has not given us the
spirit of fear (I Tim. 1:7).

Brothers and sisters, we must zealously and
urgently proclaim the glad tidings of salvation
through the Way, the Truth, and the Life (John 14:6).
The world still needs to hear that there is one body,
one Spirit, one hope, one Lord, one faith, one bap-
tism, and one God (Eph. 4:4-6). Let us never be
ashamed of our Lord and His Gospel. Yes, as we
deal with others, even with the God-bashers, morally
corrupt, and religious crackpots, we must be
courteous (I Peter 3:8). And, yes, we must be tender-
hearted as we live our lives and converse with and
about others (Eph. 4:32). But, we must not allow our-
selves to get sucked into the political correctness
mentality. Jesus was not concerned about being
politically correct, and neither should we be.

Roger D. Campbell from Seek The Old Paths




ILL

Sunday: Steven and Debbie Schleif; Millie Robertson
(PM); Clara Scott (PM).

Dudley Morton’s daughter, Shauna, had a successful
surgery at Research Hospital in Kansas City on Friday
and is recovering at this time.

Those battling cancer: Ledgia Campbell, Vic Cuney;
Betty James and Cleo Stone. Please remember these in
your prayers.

HOME BOUND

Kathleen Camp is in Room 101 at the Royal Terrace
Nursing Home in Olathe. Marion Stone is at home.
Barbara James’ Aunt, Evelyn Marquardt is at the Sweet
Life of Rosehill in Shawnee. Please remember these in
your prayers and visitation.

OUT OF TOWN

Debra Gragg was visiting relatives last weekend.

CONGRATULATIONS

Our congratulations are extended to our 2009 graduates:
Chelsea Nelson from Blue Valley West High School,
Abby Stillwell and Erin Stillwell from Olathe South High
School, and Leah D. Thrasher from the University of
Kansas, School of Journalism. We wish them all well as
they go forth in life!

MEN’S BUSINESS MEETING

Our monthly Men’s Business Meeting will be held on
Sunday, May 17 following our AM worship. All men of
the congregation are encouraged to attend.

ATTENDANCE
Sunday AM, 48; Sunday PM, 33; Wednesday PM, 35.

“Honour thy father and mother; (which is the first

commandment with promise;) That it may be well

with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth.”
Ephesians 6:2-3

Those To Serve
May 10, 2009

BUILDING AND COMMUNION...........coccerrnnne Nemechek
MORNING WORSHIP

ANNOUNCEMENTS.......cccceeeeemeeereeeeeeennees Joel Nelson
SONG LEADER........cccocmmrrrrirrninnnnens George Thomas
OPENING PRAYER ..........cccooiirrrreeeeeenne Jeff Nemechek
PRESIDE.........ccooomrrrrirnnsseeennnnnens John Cody Carter
ASSIST ... ——————— Trent Thrasher
ASSIST ... ———— John James
CLOSING PRAYER.......ccccotrrmmmmmmmeeenneenns John Dodson

EVENING WORSHIP

OPENING PRAYER........ccoorrrreeeeneeeees Chris Edwards
CLOSING PRAYER......cccccoiiiiininnnnmmnnnnnnnns Steve Brown
LORD’S SUPPER...........cccerrmmmmnnnnnns John Cody Carter
WEDNESDAY 13th
SONG LEADER.........ccorrrrrrrrnneeennnnnnns Ted Thrasher
INVITATION .....ccoerrrrccrseecennn e George Thomas
WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sunday
Bible Study .......ccccvvveeeeeiie 9:30 AM
Morning Worship.........cooeeeveeeeen. 10:30 AM
Evening Worship ......cccccooeiiiiinneee. 6:00 PM
Wednesday
Ladies Bible Study ...................... 10:00 AM
Bible Study ... 7:00 PM

Preacher: Ted J. Thrasher
Phone: (913) 764-2325
E-mail: olathecofc@sbcglobal.net
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