MOCKERY MADE OF STEPS
TO SALVATION

So many are convinced that man can do absolutely
nothing to save himself. These people do not study the
Bible for themselves or they would quickly see that what
they believe does not agree with the Holy Scriptures. The
apostle Peter instructed his audience of Pentecost, saying,
“Save yourselves from this crooked generation” (Acts
2:40). Even belief is a “work of God” that has been
commanded (John 6:29).

I grow weary of those who mock the Biblical “steps”
found in the gospel plan of salvation. Many people are so
infatuated with spontaneity that they cannot conceive of a
God who does things in a logical, rational way and
“decently and in order” (1 Cor. 14:40). Why is it that
there is an evergrowing aversion to stressing the “steps”
that the Bible gives concerning obedience to the gospel? I
expect one reason is that so many who claim to be gospel
preachers are proclaiming folks are saved by “grace
only” and members having “itching ears” (2 Tim. 4:3)
are soothed by what their “hireling” (John 10:12-13)
teaches.

The American Heritage Dictionary gives one
definition of “steps” as follows: “One of a series of
actions, processes, or measures taken to achieve a goal.”
If one has ever assembled a child’s swing set or bicycle
he realizes the need for steps to be included in the
instructions. When step number one is completed, one
advances to step number two. This process continues
until all steps have been completed. To skip a step or
begin in the middle and go both ways will result in an
assembly that the designer did not envision. The Bible
clearly states the steps one must follow to obey the
gospel plan of salvation.

First, a person must read or hear the Word of God.
The apostle Paul states it best in saying, “So belief cometh
of hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ” (Rom.
10:17).

Second, one will believe God’s inspired Word. If a
person does not believe the Scriptures, he will not be
inclined to submit to the commands of the Lord. Instead,
he will obey only the commands he feels are important
while he rejects the commands he does not believe to be
important. Jesus said, “If ye love me, ye will keep my
commandments” (John 14:15). Without belief or faith it is
impossible to please God (Heb. 11:6).

Third, one who believes in God’s Word will repent of
his sins. He does so because he believes that God has
commanded all men everywhere to repent (Acts 17:30).
The Bible teaches that people will either repent or perish
(Luke 13:3).

Fourth, a person who believes in God will gladly
confess the deity of Christ. Jesus was indeed a good man,
but He was also the only begotten Son of God (John 1:1-3,
14; 3:16).

Fifth, a true believer will be immersed for the
remission of his sins. Scriptural baptism is truly the
consummating act that put one into Christ. Paul told the
Galatians, “For as many of you as were baptized into
Christ did put on Christ” (Gal. 3:27). Since salvation is
located in Christ (2 Tim. 2:4), one must get into Christ to
be saved! The act of baptism puts one into Christ and into
contact with the Savior’s blood that cleanses of all sin
(Eph. 1:7; 1 John 1:7). This is in keeping with the message
of Ananias to a penitent and praying Saul of Tarsus.
Ananias said, “And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be
baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on his name”
(Acts 22:16).

To the true believer and seeker of the truth it is
clear that God has given steps that lead to salvation.
These Godgiven steps must be obeyed in orderly
fashion. A person is not baptized and then repents of
his sins. Neither is one baptized and then decides to
believe in God. Any act that one might do
concerning his salvation is in vain if it is not done out
of belief.

A Christian will never be ashamed to teach the
steps that lead to one’s gospel obedience. A sinner
who comes into contact with the Word of God must
believe it. If he is a believer, he will desire to turn
from or repent of his sins. Sin is the great separator
(Isa. 59:1-2), and one cannot live in sin and be
reconciled to Christ. With his mouth the sinner
unashamedly affirms that he believes that Jesus
Christ is the Son of the Living God (Rom. 10:10). It
is at this point that this person can be submerged in
the waters of baptism and raised to walk in newness
of life (Rom. 6:4).

If these five referenced steps are not steps that
lead to gospel obedience, then what are they? It is
only natural that folks who believe in the false
doctrine of “faith only” would reject the Biblical
steps that lead to salvation of the soul. “Faith only”
advocates believe in “one step” salvation! Even more
troubling are those who claim that they are neither
Calvinists nor part of the “new hermeneutic”
movement, and yet they are opposed to proclaiming
there are Bible steps that lead to salvation. Why? It is
a question that deserves an answer. Let the “no
steppers” and the ‘“apologetic steppers” answer if
they can!

Marvin L. Weir from Bonham St. Beacon




BIRTHDAY
Trent Thrasher, 05-19.

ILL

Sunday: Millie Robertson PM; Erin Stillwell.
Wednesday: Millie Robertson.

Lynda Cole’s father was in Olathe Medical Center for an
infection in his arm last week. Ralph Franklin is
recovering from surgery in Room D3 at the Evergreen
Center. Cleo Stone is recovering at home. Bill Nelson,
Joel’s father, is having some health difficulties.

Those battling cancer: Ledgia Campbell, David Cole,
Shauna Heck, Betty James and Cleo Stone. Please
remember these in your prayers.

HOME BOUND

Kathleen Camp is in Room 101 at the Royal Terrace
Nursing Home in Olathe. Barbara James’ Aunt, Evelyn
Marquardt is at Sharon Lane in Shawnee. Please
remember these in your prayers and visitation.

OUT OF TOWN

Mr. and Mrs. Trent Thrasher are visiting relatives in
Owensville, MO this weekend. Louise Dodson was
visiting in Lebanon, MO last week. Debra Gragg was
visiting relatives in Derby, KS last weekend.

MEN’S BUSINESS MEETING

Our monthly Men’s Business Meeting will be held this
Sunday, May 16, following our AM worship. All men of
the congregation are encouraged to attend this meeting.

GOSPEL MEETING

Toney Smith will conduct a meeting at Chipman Road in
Lee’s Summit on June 6-9 on the theme of “Marriage
and the Home.” See the flyer for details.

ATTENDANCE
Sunday AM, 45; Sunday PM, 34; Wednesday PM, 24.

Those To Serve
May 16, 2010

BUILDING AND COMMUNION.........ccosemmermnnnnnes Thomas
MORNING WORSHIP

ANNOUNCEMENTS......cccoreeirenirenrenanes Trent Thrasher
SONG LEADER........ccciireeirrenireesssrsnsssnensnns Joel Nelson
OPENING PRAYER........ccccoreeirreecrrenerenes John Dodson
PRESIDE.........cciieecireecireesereesssenanesenas Chris Edwards
ASSIST ... Stanley Anderson
ASSIST ... e an e ans Dave Parish
CLOSING PRAYER.......ccccireireireeerenenenns Jared Nelson

EVENING WORSHIP

OPENING PRAYER........ccoonrrreeeeeeeeeas Jeff Nemechek
CLOSING PRAYER...........ccceciinnnnnns John Cody Carter
LORD’S SUPPER..........ccccvrmmmmmrrrrinnnnanns Chris Edwards
WEDNESDAY 19th
SONG LEADER........cccccmrrrririinnnnens John Cody Carter
INVITATION ... Trent Thrasher
WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sunday
Bible Study ........cccvveeeeeeiii 9:30 AM
Morning Worship ..., 10:30 AM
Evening Worship ......ccccooviiiiinneee. 6:00 PM
Wednesday
Ladies Bible Study ...................... 10:00 AM
Bible Study .......cccvvvveeeeeiie 7:00 PM

Preacher: Ted J. Thrasher
Phone: (913) 764-2325
E-mail: olathecofc@sbcglobal.net

CHURCH OF CHRIST
515 WEST PARK
P.O. BOX 482
OLATHE, KANSAS 66051
www.kc-cofc.org/olathe.htm
www.oabs.org/olathe.asp




