
AN ASTONISHING CHOICE 

“Now at the feast the governor was wont to release 

unto the multitude one prisoner, whom they would. And 

they had then a notable prisoner, called Barabbas. When 

therefore they were gathered together, Pilate said unto 

them, Whom will ye that I release unto you? Barabbas, or 

Jesus who is called Christ?” (Matt. 27:15-17). I don’t 

know where the “custom” originated that allowed the 

Jews to select some prisoner for release, but likely it had 

to do with Rome’s attempt to appease the Jews by 

granting liberty to some political prisoner. After all, 

Israel was almost at constant odds with Rome politically. 

Little did Pilate imagine that this Jewish mob would, 

when given the choice, prefer a cold-blooded killer over a 

man Who went about doing good, and against Whom no 

charge of wrong could be levied. Oh yes, Barabbas was a 

“notable” prisoner. No doubt a seditionist, a zealot who 

hated Rome and Rome’s occupation of the Promised 

Land. Somewhere in the recesses of the not-too-distant 

past this man had taken someone’s life. Arrested, tried, 

and convicted he was confined to a prison in Jerusalem to 

await his execution by crucifixion. Here was a murderer, 

a seditionist, deserving of the death that awaited him 

along with the two thieves who would eventually be 

crucified with Christ. Little did Barabbas imagine that in 

the early hours of the very day of his scheduled execution 

he would be granted not only a stay of execution, but a 

full release from prison. In an attempt to appease the 

angry mob, Pilate offered the Jews a choice. Knowing the 

Jews had delivered up Jesus out of jealousy, he asked, 

“Who shall I release to you? Jesus, or Barabbas.” It is 

rather ironic that the name “Barabbas” means “son of 

father” (“Bar” meaning “son of,” and “abba” meaning 

“father”). 

That dark night in Jerusalem, Israel was given the 

choice between two men as to whom they would accept, 

and whom they would reject. Jesus was the Son of the 

Father of all men; Barabbas the son of some unnamed 

man. Was Barabbas’ earthly father still alive? Did he live 

in Jerusalem? Was he aware of the fate of his son, and the 

turn of events that would set this man free? No 

information is provided. But this we know about the 

“father” of each of these men. The father of one, if alive, 

or even aware of his son’s life, must have hung his head in 

shame. The Father of the Other was “well pleased” with 

the love and obedience demonstrated by His short thirty-

three year earthly tenor.  

The governor must have been shocked to hear that the 

people preferred this vile, wicked murderer to Jesus. But 

that is the choice they made. And their choice echoes 

through the halls of history revealing the extreme to which 

men will go when they are determined to rid their lives of 

Jesus. 

The atheist selects Barabbas over Jesus when he 

rejects the abundant evidence of the existence of God and 

deity of Jesus. He plays the fool (Psa. 14:1) and willfully 

closes his eyes to the abundant “proofs” that declare the 

glory of God and shows His wonderful handiwork (Psa. 

19:1). In exchange he offers nothing to the world but a 

bleak outlook on life and an eternity filled with hopeless 

non existence. The profligate likewise selects Barabbas 

over Jesus when he follows in the footsteps of that 

notorious criminal who had little respect for life and no 

respect for authority. The unethical abortionist, unloving 

mother, and uncaring society select Barabbas over Jesus 

every time a baby is torn from his mother’s womb. The 

homosexual selects Barabbas over Jesus for an unholy, 

perverted life style. The religious leaders and foolish 

followers who perpetrate, perpetuate, or participate 

in religious error have selected Barabbas over Jesus. 

The child of God that turns back to the filth of the 

world has made a bad choice. Every lukewarm, 

indifferent, undedicated, uncommitted child of God 

who allow pleasure to come between them and their 

God, have selected Barabbas over Jesus. Cowardly 

elders who choose to appease rebellious members 

rather than have the whole counsel of God preached, 

have likewise selected Barabbas over Jesus.  

Yes, the choice those Jews made on that fateful 

day has been repeated by untold millions. When men 

choose a person, philosophy or policy over Christ, 

have they not called for the release of Barabbas over 

the Christ? “Not this man, but Barabbas!” Whether in 

person, principle, or way of life, when men choose to 

“crucify” Christ afresh they are asking for Barabbas 

over Christ. Every time someone rejects the authority 

of Christ for tradition, family religion, or a moral life 

style contrary to the teaching of the New Testament, 

they have asked for Barabbas over Jesus. When we 

turn away from Christ and give in to anger, 

selfishness, envy, jealousy, hatred, evil speaking, we 

have chosen Barabbas instead of Jesus. Dear friend, 

what choice will you make? Barabbas or Jesus? 

Tom Wacaster from Tom’s Pen 

“Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy 

laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, 

and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and 

ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, 

and my burden is light.” Matthew 11:28-30 



ANNIVERSARY 
Curtis and Paula Stillwell, 06-09. 

ILL 
Sunday: Jennifer Carter (AM); Chris Edwards (AM); 

Millie Robertson (PM). 

Wednesday: Millie Robertson. 

Bill Nelson is in a rehabilitation center in Newton, KS. 

Those battling cancer: Ledgia Campbell, David Cole, 

Shauna Heck, Betty James and Cleo Stone. Please 

remember these in your prayers. 

HOME BOUND 
Kathleen Camp is in Room 101 at the Royal Terrace 

Nursing Home in Olathe. Ralph Franklin is in Room D3 

at the Evergreen Center. Barbara James’ Aunt, Evelyn 

Marquardt is at Sharon Lane in Shawnee. Please 

remember these in your prayers and visitation. 

OUT OF TOWN 
Leah Thrasher was visiting with relatives in Missouri last 

week. The Nelson’s are on vacation this week. Ted and 

Julia Thrasher are in Springfield, MO for the BIM 

graduation. Chris Edwards is in California on business. 

POT LUCK DINNER 
Our monthly Pot Luck Dinner will be held this Sunday, 

June 6 following our AM worship. All are encouraged to 

come and enjoy the good food and company! 

GOSPEL MEETING 
Toney Smith will conduct a meeting at Chipman Road in 

Lee’s Summit on June 6-9 on the theme of “Marriage 

and the Home.” See the flyer for details. 

MEN’S BUSINESS MEETING 
Our monthly Men’s Business Meeting will be held next 

Sunday, June 13 following our AM worship. 

ATTENDANCE 
Sunday AM, 42; Sunday PM, 28; Wednesday PM, 25.  

Those To Serve 
June 6, 2010 

 
BUILDING AND COMMUNION ........................... Nelson 
 

MORNING WORSHIP 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS ............................. George Thomas 
SONG LEADER ................................. Stanley Anderson 
OPENING PRAYER ............................... Jeff Nemechek 
PRESIDE ........................................... John Cody Carter 
ASSIST ........................................................ Joel Nelson 
ASSIST .................................................... Steven Schleif 
CLOSING PRAYER .................................. John Dodson 
 

EVENING WORSHIP 
 
OPENING PRAYER ............................... Chris Edwards 
CLOSING PRAYER ................................ Trent Thrasher 
LORD’S SUPPER .............................. John Cody Carter 
 

WEDNESDAY 9th 
 

SONG LEADER ...................................... Jeff Nemechek 
INVITATION ................................................ Joel Nelson 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 Sunday 
  Bible Study .................................... 9:30 AM 
  Morning Worship ......................... 10:30 AM 
  Evening Worship ........................... 6:00 PM 
 
 Wednesday 
  Ladies Bible Study ...................... 10:00 AM 
  Bible Study .................................... 7:00 PM 

 
Preacher: Ted J. Thrasher 

Phone: (913) 764-2325 
E-mail: olathecofc@sbcglobal.net 
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