DOES GOD LOVE YOU?

As a person considers the vastness of the universe, he
or she is amazed at God’s creative power. A universe with
such complexity and design cannot just happen. There must
be a designer, and that designer is God. Upon
contemplating God’s marvelous creation, David wrote,
“When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the
moon and the stars, which thou hast ordained; What is man,
that thou art mindful of him? and the son of man, that thou
visitest him?” (Psalm 8:3-4). David was perplexed by the
fact that we are such a small part of the universe, and yet
God cares for us. Here in the vastness of the expanse is
insignificant man. A mortal creature of whom God is
mindful. Considering everything that God has majestically
made, “what is man, that thou art mindful of him?” How is
it possible for God who has made and who sustains the
universe to ever have the time to consider man or to care for
him?

In the second half of the eighth psalm, David answers
his own question. God created man with glory, honor, and
dominion. God is mindful of us and cares for us because He
created us with purpose. The human race was not an
accident or freak of nature. Humanity was purposefully and
meaningfully created. Just as we love the things we create,
God loves mankind — the crowning act of His creation.

Not only did God create us, He provides for us. He
provided the universe as a place for us to dwell. In the
Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said God “maketh his sun to
rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just
and on the unjust” (Matthew 5:44-45). The sun and rain are
part of the provisions God has provided for mankind. God’s
provisions attests to His love of us.

Though these things affirms the love of God toward us,
the greatest affirmation of God’s love is the sending forth of
His Son. John 3:16 declares, “For God so loved the world,
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting

life.” Think of the tremendous sacrifice Christ made by
coming into this world. He left the presence of almighty God
to dwell with rebellious man. He gave up His spiritual nature
to dwell in a physical form (Philippians 2:6-7). He gave up
life without temptation to be tempted in every point like we
are (Hebrews 4:15). He gave up His royalty to be born in a
manger and to live as a servant (Philippians 2:5-7). He gave
up His heavenly domain where there is no pain, no sorrow,
and no death to live with the pains of this world and to suffer
the death of this world. The sending forth of His Son most
certainly testifies of the love of God for mankind.

It is one thing to send a Son, but all together another to
sacrifice a Son, but this is what God did for you and me.
Paul wrote, “But God commendeth his love toward us, in
that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans
5:8). Jesus was perfect in every respect (Hebrews 5:9). He
was without sin and without guile (2 Peter 2:22), but He
bore our sins upon the cross, and He died for you and me. To
remind the Christians in Corinth of His glorious sacrifice,
Paul wrote, “For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor,
that ye through his poverty might be rich” (2 Corinthians
8:9). Certainly, the sacrifice of the only begotten Son of God
demonstrates the love of God. “In this was manifested the
love of God toward us, because that God sent his only
begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him.
Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us,
and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins” (1 John
4:9-10).

As we have seen, God demonstrated His love for
mankind by His creation and the sending and sacrifice of His
Son, but He also exhibited His love by giving us His plan of
redemption whereby we might know how to be saved. God’s
plan of salvation is “the gospel of Christ: for it is the power
of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew
first, and also to the Greek” (Romans 1:16). His plan of
forgiveness must be obeyed in order for us to inherit eternal
life (2 Thessalonians 1:7-9). Have you obeyed it?

God loves you! He has demonstrated His love in
numerous ways, some of which we have addressed.
Therefore the question is not whether or not God loves
you, but whether or not you love God. Do you love
Him? Jesus said, “If ye love me, keep my
commandments” (John 14:15). What have you done to
demonstrate your love for Him? Are you living
according to His word? Are you walking in the light as
He is in the light? (1 John 1:7). Are you His friend and
can you be counted on as a friend. Jesus said, “Ye are
my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you” (John
15:14). Be a friend of Jesus and take courage in
obeying His will.

Chuck Northrop from KECOC.ORG

HORSE PULLING CONTEST

In a horse-pulling contest at a county fair the first-
place horse moved a sled weighing 4,500 pounds. The
runner-up pulled 4,000 pounds. The owner of the two
horses wondered how much the animals could pull if
they worked together. So they hitched them up and
loaded the sled. To everyone’s surprise, the horses
were able to pull 12,000 pounds.

Sometimes in the Lord’s work we try to pull the
weight of a job all by ourselves. However, when we
team up with others we work with greater efficiency
and can accomplish so much more.

I am reminded of Ecclesiastes 4:9-12. “Two are
better than one, because they have a good reward for
their labor. For if they fall, the one will lift up his
fellow; but woe to him that is alone when he falleth,
and hath not another to lift him up. Again, if two lie
together, then they have warmth; but how can one be
warm alone? And if man prevail against him that is
alone, two shall withstand him; and a threefold cord is
not quickly broken.”

Tom Moore from Chalmette Bulletin



ANNIVERSARY
Curtis and Paula Stillwell, 06-09.

ILL

Sunday: Janice Carter (PM); Debbie Schleif.
Wednesday: Janice Carter; Millie Robertson; Debbie
Schleif. Ralph Franklin was admitted to Olathe Medical
Center on Wednesday and was released on Friday.
Barbara James is scheduled for cataract surgery on
Wednesday, June 10.

Those battling cancer: Ledgia Campbell, Vic Cuney;
Betty James and Cleo Stone. Please remember these in
your prayers.

HOME BOUND

Kathleen Camp is in Room 101 at the Royal Terrace
Nursing Home in Olathe. Marion Stone is at home.
Barbara James’ Aunt, Evelyn Marquardt is at the Sweet
Life of Rosehill in Shawnee. Please remember these in
your prayers and visitation.

OUT OF TOWN

Debra Gragg is vacationing near the Nashville, TN area
this week. Robin Brown, Monica Nemechek and Chris
Edwards were away on business last week. Leah S.
Thrasher was visiting relatives in Missouri last week.

POT LUCK DINNER

Our monthly Pot Luck Dinner will be held this Sunday,
June 7th following our AM worship. Plan to bring a dish
and enjoy the good food and good company!

MEN’S BUSINESS MEETING

Our monthly Men’s Business Meeting will be held next
Sunday, June 14th following our AM worship. All men of
the congregation are encouraged to attend.

GOSPEL MEETINGS

There are a couple of area Gospel Meetings taking place
on June 7-10. See the flyers in the foyer for details.

ATTENDANCE
Sunday AM, 52; Sunday PM, 36; Wednesday PM, 28.

Those To Serve
June 7, 2009

BUILDING AND COMMUNION...........cccunern Thrasher (1)
MORNING WORSHIP

ANNOUNCEMENTS.....cccoiieirreeirrenerenanns Joel Nelson
SONG LEADER........cccoormmirrennirrensirnnsnnes Trent Thrasher
OPENING PRAYER........ccccoeeeirreecrreeeeenes John Dodson
PRESIDE.........cciieecireeireesereeanrenasenenas Chris Edwards
ASSIST ... ea e Steve Brown
ASSIST ... e e e Steven Schleif
CLOSING PRAYER........cocereireeireenrencnenns Jared Nelson

EVENING WORSHIP

OPENING PRAYER........ccoonrrreeeceeeeens Jeff Nemechek
CLOSING PRAYER...........ccceininnnnnnns John Cody Carter
LORD’S SUPPER.........cccemiimrineniannnas Chris Edwards
WEDNESDAY 10th
SONG LEADER.........ccorrrrrrrrnneeennnnnnns Jared Nelson
INVITATION ..o John Cody Carter
WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sunday
Bible Study .......ccccvvveeeeeiie 9:30 AM
Morning Worship.........cooeeeveeeeen. 10:30 AM
Evening Worship ......cccccooeiiiiinneee. 6:00 PM
Wednesday
Ladies Bible Study ...................... 10:00 AM
Bible Study ... 7:00 PM

Preacher: Ted J. Thrasher
Phone: (913) 764-2325
E-mail: olathecofc@sbcglobal.net
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